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PPS RECORDS FOR 
 

5 HIDDEN STREET  
  

PLAT 9, LOT 135 
 

WILLIAM H. and AALTJE Z. HILL HOUSE 
Built 1899-1900 

 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Two and 1/2 stories tall, with an end gable roof with flaring eaves, shingle siding, and a 
raised brick foundation.  The façade is 2 bays wide, with a shallow bay window on the 
left-hand side and a porch with wood railings sheltering the entrance on the right.  
Windows are 2/1 double hung sash.  The house has little exterior ornamentation, save 
for the exposed joists underneath the eaves, and the wood brackets underneath the 
front porch roof. 
 
The house stands on a 6,004 sq.ft. lot on the north side of Hidden Street, three lots west 
of Prospect Street.  The lot extends all the way north to Olney Street; it has about 40 
feet of frontage on both Hidden and Olney Streets and measures between 146 and 154 
feet deep on its east and west sides.  The L-shaped block in which this house stands is 
bounded by Olney Street on the north, Prospect Street and Hidden Street on the east, 
Halsey Street on the south and Pratt Street on the west. 
 
HISTORY: 
 
William H. Hill, a florist, and his wife Aaltje Z. Hill purchased this property as a vacant lot 
in October 1898; in February 1899, Hill took out a building permit to construct a house 
on the site.  (It appears to have taken two years to build, as Hill’s tax assessment 
increased both in 1899 and in 1900.)  William Hill is recorded in city directories as living 
at 5 Hidden Street from 1900 to through 1922, although he retained ownership of the 
property until 1930.  (The house was leased to a series of tenants during the 8-year 
period after the Hills moved out.) Since 1930 the house has changed hands seven 
times, most recently in 2001. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:1 
 
The College Hill neighborhood is part of the original settlement area of Providence, 
founded in 1636.  The first residents laid out their settlement in a linear plan on the east 
side of the Moshassuck and Providence Rivers, with house lots fronting on the rivers 
and stretching eastward up and over a steep hill to what is now Hope Street. (Olney 
Street, one block north of Hidden Street, was the northern boundary of the original 

 
1 Sources:  Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic Resources, by Edward F. Sanderson and William 
MacKenzie Woodward (Providence:  RI Historical Preservation Commission, 1986).  
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colonial settlement.)  The town was confined to the riverbanks at the foot of the hill until 
after 1769, when Benefit Street was laid out on the western slope of the hill to relieve 
some of the congestion below.  The following year, Rhode Island College (now Brown 
University) built its first structure on top of that hill and gave the neighborhood its name.  
The neighborhood continued to develop over the next 150 years, reaching its present 
density in the early 20th century.   
 
Hidden Street is a short, narrow, L-shaped street extending west from Prospect Street 
and then south to Halsey Street.  It was originally laid out in 1850 as part of the Halsey 
Estate Plat of house lots lining the northern blocks of Prospect, Congdon, and Pratt 
Streets. Today’s Hidden Street is shown on the Halsey Plat map as a gangway (alley) 
set at right angles to the northern end of Congdon Street and connecting to Prospect 
Street.  By 1851 the land had changed hands, and the gangway was widened to create 
a viable street in a small plat of house lots on Olney and Prospect Streets belonging to 
a Mary A. Wright.  The street’s first appearance on city atlases was in 1857.  Initially, 
the street’s east-west leg was called “Mary Street” and its north-south leg called 
“Congdon Street.”  (The southern end of Hidden Street roughly aligns with the northern 
terminus of Congdon Street today.) The name “Hidden Street” first appears on city 
atlases in 1875, by which time most of the house lots had been developed; William Hill’s 
house of 1899 and its next door neighbor at 3 Hidden Street (by 1918) were the last two 
to be built on the street. 
 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
This house is located within the College Hill National Historic Landmark District, listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places in 1977.  (The nomination form does not 
assign a historic name to the house, and indicates that it was built sometime between 
1895-1908.) 
 
The house is also located within the College Hill Historic District overlay zone, 
designated by the City of Providence. 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912,   
Plate VI:  The present location of Hidden Street  is contained within a parcel of land 
fronting on Olney Street (then Olney Lane), stretching southward to approximately 
where Halsey Street stands today, and from Benefit Street eastward to approximately 
where Brown Street is today.  None of the surrounding streets (Prospect, Halsey, 
Congdon, Pratt) are shown on this map, nor any buildings.  Several owner names 
appear within the large parcel, making it difficult to identify exactly who owned the area 
where Hidden Street is now located. 
 



PPS Records for 5 Hidden St.  Page 3 
 
 
1850:  “Plat #2 of the Halsey Estate in the City of Providence, by Cushing & Farnum, 
June 13, 1850.”  (Plat Book 2, Page 22, copied on Plat Card 65.)  This plat map shows 
blocks of house lots laid out east and west of Prospect Street, from Meeting Street north 
to Olney Street, as well as the northern blocks of Congdon and Pratt Streets.  The 
present location of Hidden Street is shown as the northern end of Congdon Street, with 
an unnamed gangway at right angles to it connecting to Prospect Street.  No buildings 
are shown on this map.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1851:  “A Plat of House Lots on Olney and Prospect Streets belonging to Mary A. 
Wright, made by Cushing and Farnum in October 1851.”  (Plat Book 3, Page 55, copied 
on Plat Card 88.)  Lot #3 on this map is the third lot west of Prospect, stretching 
between “Mary Street” (now Hidden St.) and Olney: the future site of 5 Hidden St. On 
this map, Lot #3 measures 40 feet on Olney St., 40-2/3 feet on Mary St., 151-1/3 feet on 
the east, and 144-2/3 feet on the west.  These dimensions are very similar (although not 
identical) to the dimensions of the lot today.  No buildings are shown on this map.  
(Registry of Deeds) 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Page B4:  Shows the L-shaped alignment 
of present-day Hidden Street, then named “Mary Street” on its east-west leg and 
“Congdon Street” on its north-south leg.  The future site of 5 Hidden Street, on the 3rd lot 
west of Prospect, is vacant, but many of the house lots on Olney Street between Benefit 
and Prospect have been built out by this time.  
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Wards 1-3): Plate 
F shows “Hidden Street” as the name of both legs of this L-shaped street.  The future 
sites of both 3 and 5 Hidden Streets (2nd and 3rd lots west of Prospect) are still vacant 
lots at this time, both owned by Samuel G. Tripp and together designated with the 
number “36.”  (It is not known what the “36” refers to:  that is not the lot number shown 
on either the Halsey Plat #2 or the Mary Wright Plat.)  The site of 5 Hidden Street 
measures 5,929 sq.ft., while the abutting lot measures 6,196 sq.ft.   
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.: Plate 3 shows no change 
from the 1875 map.  Neither lot sizes nor owner names are indicated.  Water lines have 
been installed on Hidden and Olney Streets, and sewer lines on Olney also.  (These 
innovations facilitated housing development all over Providence during the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries.)   
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards: Plate 5 (page 29) shows 
the L-shaped street partly named Hidden and partly named Congdon.  The 2nd and 3rd 
lots west of Prospect Street on the north side of Hidden Street are still vacant, and 
remain the same sizes that they were in 1875.  No owner name is indicated.  These two 
are the only lots not built out on this block.  Sewer lines have been installed on Congdon 
and Prospect Streets, and the Olney Street streetcar line is indicated.    
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 9 shows Lot 135 on the north side of Hidden Street, 3 
lots west of Prospect Street, measuring 5,929 sq.ft.  No buildings or owner names are 
indicated on this map.   
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1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co.: Plate 6 shows the entire 
length of Hidden Street again has that one name.  A house now stands on the north 
side of Hidden Street, 3 lots west of Prospect St, on a 5,929 sq.ft. lot owned by William 
Hill et.ux.  The street address for this house is 3 Hidden, which is apparently an error, 
as Mr. Hill’s address in city directories was 5 Hidden at this time.   
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.: Plate 22 shows the house 
with the address 5 Hidden Street standing on a 5,929 sq.ft. lot owned by William Hill.  
The map refers to the “Mary Awright Plat.”  [A typo:  the correct plat name is “Mary A. 
Wright.”] 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.: Plate 22 shows the house 
with the address 5 Hidden Street standing on a 5,929 sq.ft. lot owned by William Hill.  
The map also refers to the “Mary Awright Plat” on Plat Card 88 (again, the plat name is 
incorrect). 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.: Plate 22 shows the house 
with the address 5 Hidden Street standing on a 6,004 sq.ft. lot owned by R.F.C. 
Peterson.  The map refers to the “Mary A. Wright Plat” on Plat Card 88.   
 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 418/Page 328:  On October 11, 1898, Samuel Chace and Ella F. Trippe 
Chace, wife of Samuel Chace, in her own right, sold to William Hill and Aaltje Zandstra 
Hill his wife, both of Providence, for $100, “Lot number 3 in the Plat of House Lots on 
Olney and Prospect Streets belonging to Mary A. Wright, made by Cushing and Farnum 
in October 1851.”  No buildings are mentioned in the deed.  
 
Deed Book 746/Page 43:  On October 24, 1930, William Hill and Aaltje Z. Hill sold to 
Sarah E. Lank of Providence, for $10, a lot of land with buildings and improvements 
thereon on the south side of Olney Street and the north side of Hidden Street, being Lot 
#3 on the Mary A. Wright Plat.  
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
Permit #12905, dated February 25, 1899:  William Hill, per builder J.Z. Allen, to build a 
house on the north side of Hidden Street (Plat 9, Lot 135). 
 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were 
published in a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total 
assessment for any real and personal property (without specifying where real estate 
was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized 
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by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
1898:  Samuel G. Tripp Estate owned Plat 9, Lot 135, which was assessed at $1,180 
for real estate. 
 
1899:  William H. Hill and wife Aaltje Z. Hill owned Plat 9, Lot 135, which was assessed 
at $2,180 for real estate. 
 
1900: William H. Hill and wife Aaltje Z. Hill owned Plat 9, Lot 135, which was assessed 
at $3,080 for real estate.  (The assessment for 1901 was the same.) 
 
The increase in assessment by almost $2,000 over a 2-year period indicates that the 
house was constructed during that time. 
 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house 
directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894. 
 
1899:  William Hill, florist, lived at 84 Howell Street. 
 
1900:  William Hill, florist, lived at 5 Hidden Street. 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the city directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901).  These directories list all residential buildings by 
street address, and also contain a street directory.  This directory is sometimes a year 
behind the city directory. 
 
1900:  first appearance of the address 5 Hidden Street, occupied by William Hill, florist. 
 
1901-1921/1922:  5 Hidden Street occupied by William Hill, florist. 
 
1923/1924:  5 Hidden Street occupied by Henry T. Samson, editorial writer, Journal. 
 
1925/1926 and 1927/1928:  5 Hidden Street occupied by Sydney Beuley, oils.  
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
PLAT 9, LOT 135: OLNEY STREET 
 
Samuel G. Tripp owned the property as of October 1, 1855. 
Samuel G. Tripp Estate owned the property as of July 1, 1896. 
William Hill and wife Aaltje Z. Hill owned the property as of November 1, 1898. 
Sarah E. Lank owned the property as of December 1930. 
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Ruth E. C. Peterson owned the property as of February 1931. 
Charles O. Cooke owned the property as of January 1939. 
Ruth E. C. Peterson owned the property as of December 1951. 
Michael E. Diffily and wife Anne E. Diffily owned the property as of June 7, 1989. 
 (Reference to Deed Book 2046/Page 295). 
Richard R. Fritz owned the property as of September 1, 1998.  (Ref DB 3884/344.) 
John E. Lamere Jr. owned the property as of September 1, 2000.  (Ref DB 4453/154.) 
David M. Eifler Jr. and Rachel Morello-Frosch owned the property as of November 1, 

2001.  (Ref DB 4893/111.)   
  
 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
February 2004 
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